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CSL’s Illinois Operation Expansion

CSL has announced that its full year results saw the company’s net profit increase by 30%, in the same year that it 

announced plans for a 1.8m-square-foot expansion to its Illinois site.

CSL, an Australian-based biotech manufacturer, revealed in its full year results that it had achieved a post-tax net 

profit of $1.7bn ($2.34bn AUD).

The press release regarding its financials for the full year-to-date also suggested that it expects growth of 10-14% 

for the year to come.

The full details revealed that the company’s US subsidiary, CSL Behring, was responsible for the lion’s share of the 

sales generated by the company ($6.6bn in sales against total sales of $7.5bn). In addition, this part of the business 

grew by 11%.

CEO, Paul Perreault, also pointed towards the launch of several products, including Haegarda and Idelvion, as part 

of the reason the company has seen such growth.

In addition, he noted that it had opened 27 plasma collection centers in the US, as part of an expansion plan to 

bolster its CSL Plasma division – a subdivision of CSL Behring.

The success of its CSL Behring unit explains why the company felt secure in an announcing a massive 1.8m-square-

foot expansion to its campus in Kankakee, Illinois.

The plans for the site, announced earlier this year, could take as long as 12 years to complete.

How much the company is investing in the development was not released but it is currently completing construction 

of its ‘CSL South’ building, a space of 300,000-square-foot, which cost $240m.

The company is also set to further invest in a 74-acre site in Bourbonnais Township, located next to its current 

campus, which has already been purchased but with no announcement made to the public regarding its plans for the 

site.



Seqirus’ Influenza Vaccine Manufacturing Facility, Melbourne

Seqirus, an influenza vaccine maker, is building a new cell-based influenza vaccine manufacturing 

facility in Melbourne, Australia.

The facility will be a significant addition to the company’s global manufacturing and supply chain for the 

influenza vaccine, including the facilities in Holly Springs, North Carolina, US, Liverpool, UK, and 

Parkville, Australia.

The new plant will be utilized to manufacture influenza vaccines for both pandemics and seasonal 

vaccination programs, using advanced cell-based technology. It will produce products for the domestic 

market and export, help Victoria’s 1,000+ STEM workers, and have an estimated supply chain of more 

than $300m a year.

The development of the facility will cost approximately A$800m ($581.4m). Construction should begin 

in February 2021, while operations could commence by mid-2026.

It will create approximately 520 jobs during the construction phase and will employ several hundred 

people upon completion.

The Victorian Government will support the project to expand the globally active community of medical 

research and biotechnology in the state.

The influenza vaccine manufacturing facility will be in Tullamarine in the Melbourne Airport Business 

Park in Victoria, Australia.

It will utilize the airport’s transportation facility to supply vaccines round-the-clock.





GEA Builds Process Plant for the Production of Immunoglobin

The CSL Behring facility in Bern has improved on previous modules with a purely manual 

switchover panel that could be replaced by a complex valve combination in the cleanroom.

PROTINUS is the name of the project with which the biopharmaceutical company CSL Behring will 

significantly increase the production capacity of immunoglobulin at its site. GEA received the order 

for the process plant, the heart of the facility.

The two additional production lines will enable a further 90,000 patients per year to be supplied with 

life-saving drugs. Thanks to the good cooperation of all parties involved in the project, it was 

possible to continue the project on schedule despite the global corona pandemic.

Following the successful commissioning of the modules I and II also in Berne, Switzerland (2007 

and 2009) and modules III and IV at CSL Behring's Melbourne, Australia site (2013 and 2017), this 

is now the third GEA process plant at CSL Behring to be commissioned with modules V and VI.

CSL Behring relied on GEA not only because of the good experience with the previous projects in 

Berne and Melbourne. As a supplier of sterile process plants with many years of experience, GEA 

can draw on the extensive theoretical knowledge and professional competence of its engineers to 

provide modern, customized and cost-efficient process lines for the production of new drugs in 

accordance with the current requirements of the global drug regulatory authorities.

The technological competence for the biotechnology industry includes cultivation, fermentation, 

separation, homogenization, crystallization, concentration, freeze drying and fractionation, 

complemented by a comprehensive range of bioreactors, fermenters, vessels and high-quality 

components. GEA plants are also characterized by high availability and economical operation.



GEA CSL continued

This is backed up by a long history, combined with a great deal of competence and experience in this 

field. In fact, it isthe first pharmaceutical built back in the 1970s. Since the 1980s the company has 

strategically focused on biopharmaceutical applications.

The PROTINUS project in Berne had other success factors. For example, GEA was able to build on the 

many years of experience gained with the running plants in Berne and Melbourne. This was another 

reason why GEA was involved in the engineering process from the very beginning. Together with CSL 

Behring, GEA continued to work on the degree of automation and took it to new levels.

Significant progress was made in the areas of "increased availability", "operability" and "safety". A 

concrete example: As an improvement on the previous modules, a purely manual switchover panel could 

be replaced by a complex valve combination in the cleanroom.

This allows CIP cleaning and product transfer without risk of contamination in parallel and without 

manual operator actions.

"Our greatest incentive in this project is that the additional production capacity will enable around 90,000 

people per year to lead a normal life," said Pierre Caloz, Head of Manufacturing EU & APAC, CSL 

Behring. CSL Behring has therefore invested 250 million Swiss francs in the project, creating 50 new 

jobs.

Immunoglobulins are proteins of the globulin class. They are used to defend the human organism against 

foreign substances that have entered the body. They therefore play a central role in the immune defense. 

They are used in autoimmune diseases as well as in passive immunization against certain pathogens and 

in cancer therapy.



CSL Covid  Activities

•CSL is evaluating additional assets in its portfolio and partnerships with external 
researchers for potential use in the fight against COVID-19.
•CSL Behring co-founded the CoVIg-19 Plasma Alliance, an unprecedented 
industry of 11 plasma companies across 13+ countries and five continents, to 
develop a potential plasma-derived hyperimmune therapy for treating COVID-19. 
The one-year collaboration concluded in April 2021 after a Phase 3 clinical trial of 
the potential therapy did not meet its endpoints. More information is available 
here. In addition, CSL’s work on an Australian hyperimmune, which was 
dependent on positive data, has also been discontinued.
•In 2020, CSL worked with the University of Queensland in the early stages of its 
UQ-CSL v451 COVID-19 vaccine candidate. A Phase 1 clinical trial showed that 
the vaccine elicited a robust response towards the virus and has a strong safety 
profile. However, following consultation with the Australian Government, CSL did 
not progress the vaccine candidate to Phase 2/3 clinical trials. More information 
is available here.
•Additionally, from the time the coronavirus was first identified in Wuhan, China 
– where CSL Behring has a manufacturing facility – the company has been 
assisting in the fight against COVID-19 in a number of ways including offering 
expertise, technologies, equipment and materials on a humanitarian basis.



CSL teams with Thermo Fisher to expand biologics manufacturing in Switzerland

Thermo Fisher has inked a long-term tie-up at CSL Behring's Lengnau, Switzerland, facility to 

boost its biologics manufacturing capacity, the companies said.

As part of the deal, Thermo Fisher will take over operations of CSL's "state-of-the-art" biologics 

facility once it comes online in mid-2021. In return, Thermo Fisher will streamline discovery and 

manufacturing for CSL's drug portfolio, including producing hemophilia B therapy Idelvion at the 

Lengnau site.

According to CSL's website, the drugmaker broke ground on the $413 million Lengnau plant in 

June 2015. The company planned the site to employ 300 once it was fully operational.

Thermo Fisher intends to continue to expand the Lengnau site to "support additional biopharma 

customers," the company said.

"We continue to invest to meet the growing need for flexible biologics capacity, and Lengnau

will significantly expand our pharma services capacity and capabilities," Thermo Fisher 

Executive Vice President Michel Lagarde said in a release.

Thermo Fisher's newest lease agreement follows a rich year for the Massachusetts-based 

CDMO, which has been aggressively expanding its global capacity.

Note:  CSL as well as many other manufacturers are relying on CDMOs for some of their product manufacturing



CSL Acquiring Vifor

CSL which will acquire Vifor Pharma Ltd, a global specialty pharmaceutical company 
with leadership in Iron Deficiency, Nephrology & Cardio-Renal Therapies, today 
announced that they have entered into a definitive agreement for CSL to launch an 
all-cash public tender offer to acquire all publicly held Vifor Pharma shares for 
US$179.25 per Vifor Pharma share, for an aggregate equity value for Vifor Pharma of 
US$11.7 / A$16.4 billion.
The transaction, which has been unanimously approved by both companies’ Boards 
of Directors, further advances CSL’s 2030 strategy to create value by adding a high-
growth, cash generative and sustainable business which complements and expands 
the global leadership positions of CSL’s two business units, CSL Behring and Seqirus.
“Vifor Pharma enhances CSL’s patient focus and ability to protect the health of those 
facing a range of rare and serious medical conditions. It brings an outstanding team 
and a leading portfolio of products across Nephrology, Dialysis and Iron Deficiency 
therapies and a proven partnering, business development and licensing strategy. 
Vifor Pharma will also expand our presence in the rapidly growing nephrology 
market, while giving us the opportunity to leverage our complementary scientific 
expertise” said Paul Perreault, Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director of CSL.



IN 2019 Haemonetics (NYSE:HAE) sold a plant in South Carolina to CSL 
Plasma for $10 million.
The Union, S.C., facility makes the liquid saline and sodium citrate solutions 
used in plasma collection. CSL Plasma, the supplier for CSL Behring, “This 
facility transfer is an important step in our asset optimization strategy, 
allowing us to improve our operating performance and focus on our core 
competencies. We will continue to redeploy our resources to invest in areas 
that hold the greatest potential for growth as we develop medical technology 
products and services that improve the quality, effectiveness and efficiency 
of patient care,” president & CEO Chris Simon said in prepared remarks.

“This transaction is an additional step to vertically integrate our supply chain, 
but more importantly, it provides CSL Plasma the ability to continue to deliver 
on its promise to patients who depend on life-saving therapy derived from 
plasma,” added CSL Plasma SVP & GM Mike Deem

https://www.massdevice.com/tag/haemonetics
http://www.google.com/finance?q=hae
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/313143/000031314319000016/jointrelease51419.htm


Manufacturing 



Urim Ibrahimi methodically 
uses a sterilized tool to 
remove sticky stoppers 
from the stopper bowl in a 
clean room at a filling line 
in CSL Behring’s leading-
edge manufacturing facility 
in Bern, Switzerland. A 
clean room is a highly 
filtered environment that 
aims to protect personnel, 
equipment and products 
from microbial 
contamination -- meaning 
the area is germ-free.

Cleanroom in CSL Bern



Chromatography 
Columns 
and Valves
in Melbourne, 
Australia



Manufacturing Sites

Australia
• R&D and Manufacturing Locations

• Parkville, VIC
CSL Limited
Global Corporate HQ
R&D and Manufacturing
phone: +61 3 9389 1911
fax: +61 3 9389 1434
45 Poplar Road,
Parkville,VIC 3052

Broadmeadows, VIC
CSL Behring
R&D and Manufacturing
phone: +61 3 9246 5200
fax: +61 3 9246 5299
189–209 Camp Road,
Broadmeadows,VIC 3047

North Melbourne, VIC
Bio21 Global Research and Translational Medicine 
Hub
phone: +61 3 8344 2220
Unit 400/30 Flemington Rd,
Parkville
VIC 3052

United States
• King of Prussia, PA

CSL Behring
Head Office and R&D 
phone: +1 610-878-4000
fax: +1 610-878-4009 1020
First Avenue PO Box 61501
King of Prussia, PA 19406-0901

• Kankakee, IL
CSL Behring
R&D and Manufacturing
phone: +1-815-932-6771
fax: +1-815-802-3333
P.O. Box 511
Kankakee, IL 60901

• Pasadena, CA
CSL Behring

• R&D
Suite 650, 35 N. Lake Avenue
Pasadena, California 9110



Manufacturing continued

Germany, Switzerland

• CSL Behring
R&D and Manufacturing
phone: +49-6421-39-12
fax: +49-6421-39-3985
Emil-von-Behring-Strasse 76
35041 Marburg

• CSL Behring AG
Wankdorfstrasse 10
CH-3014 Bern
Switzerland

info@cslbehring.ch
Phone: +41 (0)31 344 44 44
VAT number (UID): CHE-105.544.325

China , Japan

• Ruide
R&D and Manufacturing
phone: +8627 86698337
fax: +8627 83923470
No. 99 of Guanggu Seventh Rd
Donghu New Technology Development Zone
Wuhan City,
Hubei Province 430206

• CSL Behring
R&D
phone: +81-3-4213-0180
fax:+81-3-4213-0216
Aoyama Building
1-2-3 Kita-Aoyama, Minato-ku,
Tokyo 107-0061
Japan

mailto:info@cslbehring.ch

